AGENDA

SPRINGFIELD CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, January 18, 2011
7:00 p.m.

Springfield City Hall

170 North 3rd Street

(A copy of the Nebraska Open Meeting Laws 

is posted in the entry to the meeting room.)

ROUTINE BUSINESS

· Announcement on Open Meetings Act 

· Roll call

REGULAR AGENDA
1.
Approve Minutes of the January 4, 2011 Council Meeting

2.
Department Reports
3.
Discussion with Dale Butler, Nebraska Department of Roads District Two Operations and Maintenance Manager, concerning the Road Surface Maintenance Agreement

4.
Consider the creation of a sidewalk improvement district for the Springfield Downtown Improvements Project; consider payment and financing alternatives for the Springfield Downtown Improvements Project
5.
Consider approval of Resolution 2010-37 modifying the Letter of Agreement with JEO Consulting Group for services rendered on the 2011 downtown improvements project to also include the construction of a handicap accessible ramp for entry into the basement of the Community Building

6.
Randy Fleming, 222 Main Street – Discuss (1) recruiting members for the Springfield Community Foundation and (2) developing a “Springfield Cares” group to raise money for city parks

7.
Bob Engberg, 890 North 2nd Street – Preliminary discussion of plans to plat 5 acres of property that is part of Tax Lot 1, Section 25, Township 13 North, Range 11 East of the 6th P.M., Sarpy County, and generally located south of Pflug Road and west of 138th Street

8.
Consider approval of Ordinance No. 784 establishing the amount of certain fees and taxes charged by the City of Springfield for various services; including changes to fireworks stand fees and Community Building rental fees
9.
Tabled January 4.  Consider purchasing a PA system for the City Hall meeting room

10.
Tabled January 4.  Consider City Hall bathroom remodel in order to meet ADA requirements
Agenda continued on page 2.

11.
Continued Discussion.  Discuss implementing a working maintenance manager position

12.
Executive Session
13.
Executive Session Action

14. 
Motion to Adjourn 
The Mayor and City Council reserve the right to adjourn into executive session per Section 84-1410 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes.
A regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Springfield, Nebraska was held at 7:00 o’clock p.m. at City Hall on January 18, 2011.  Present were Council Members:  John Bartels, Eric Hayes, Dan Craney, Chad Nolte.  Absent:  Mayor Mike Dill.  John Bartels, Council President, presided as Mayor.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance by posting in three public places, one of the designated methods of giving notice.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to the Mayor and all Council Members and a copy of their receipt of notice is attached to these Minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council of this meeting.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the public.  The presiding Mayor publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for review and indicated the location of such copy posted in the room where the meeting was being held.
Agenda Item 1.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Hayes, to approve the Minutes of the January 4, 2011, regular Council Meeting.  AYES:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None. 

Agenda Item 2.  There were no department reports.

Agenda Item 3.  Dale Butler, Nebraska Department of Roads District Two Operations and Maintenance Manager, discussed the terms of the Road Surface Maintenance Agreement between NDOR and the city.  He informed the Council that, according to state statute, the city is responsible for curb and island maintenance on that portion of Highway 50 located within the city’s corporate limits.  The city is also responsible for cleaning out plugged gutters and street sweeping.  He also reported that the city pays NDOR to maintain two of the four highway lanes and to remove snow on all four lanes.  The city is also responsible for weeds growing along the right-of-way and in the medians located within the city’s corporate limits.  Council voiced concern about the curbs and medians breaking apart and rebar sticking out through the concrete.  Council told Butler that they are trying to improve the downtown area and they would like the highway entrance into town to look nice too.  Council said that they do not feel they are getting the surface maintenance needed.  Butler noted that in the summer of 2015 NDOR plans to redo the portion of Highway 50 through Springfield and continue south of town making the highway four lanes.  He said that NDOR is receiving a federal grant for 80% of the project cost.  He reported that the city will not be responsible for any cost of that project.  He said that whether or not a local community must share in the cost is based upon population and Springfield’s population is not large enough to require the city to share in the project cost.  Butler suggested that the city hold off on major curb and median construction projects because of the scheduled 2015 project.  That project will include the replacement of all curb and medians.  Council asked what would happen if the city chose not to pay according to the contract.  Butler said that the city would then be responsible for the snow removal and surface maintenance.  The city clerk noted that the current contract amount is $8,205.00.
Agenda Item 4.  Bill Seidler, City Attorney, suggested that the Council consider creating a sidewalk improvement district and review financing alternatives for the Springfield Downtown Improvements Project.  John Trecek, City Fiscal Agent with Ameritas, reviewed the process and steps required to create either a sidewalk district or street/sidewalk/water district.  He reviewed required ordinances and resolutions, public hearing requirements, and special assessment procedures.  Trecek also discussed bonding options.  Council requested Tylor Bottorff, Project Engineer with JEO Consulting Group, prepare potential assessments to each property owner based upon front footage.  Bottorff noted that if the creation of a district was initiated at the February 1 Council meeting the project would not be delayed; however, if the process did not begin at that time the project would be delayed accordingly.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Craney, to authorize John Trecek, City Fiscal Agent, to prepare two ordinances for the February 1, 2011, Council meeting for Council consideration; one ordinance for the creation of a sidewalk improvement district and one ordinance for the creation of a street/sidewalk/water improvement district.  AYES:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.   
Agenda Item 5.  Tylor Bottorff, Project Engineer with JEO Consulting Group, reviewed preliminary information concerning the construction of a handicap accessible ramp at the Community Building, including engineering services, cost estimates and plans.  Council discussed layout options.  Bottorff informed the Council that he spoke with the Nebraska State Historical Society concerning this project, since the Community Building is on the historical registry list.  The department informed him that if no federal funding is involved in the project then they cannot make requirements concerning the project; however, they would be interested in reviewing the plans.  Bottorff requested that the department provide him with this response in writing for our records.  Council considered whether or not to include this project in with the downtown improvements project and they decided not to include it since there are many items that still need to be worked out and they do not want to hold the downtown project up.  Bottorff said that a representative of JEO would visit the Community Building to obtain further information about the inside layout of the building.  
Agenda Item 6.  Randy Fleming, 222 Main Street, provided the Council with information pertaining to the Nebraska/Springfield Community Foundation.  He requested the city consider placing a survey in with the next Mayor’s newsletter asking residents if they are interested in participating in a “Springfield Cares” group to help raise money for city parks.  Fleming also provided the Council with information from the City of Lincoln regarding a voluntary utility billing donation program.  The City of Lincoln has set up a fund to aid certain city programs and projects serving their community.  No action was taken.
Agenda Item 7.  Bob Engberg, 890 North 2nd Street, reviewed his plans to plat a five acre lot for residential use on property generally located south of Pflug Road and west of 138th Street.  The proposed five acre lot is currently part of an 85+ acre parcel owned by Latham Enterprises.  Engberg expressed concern with proceeding with the platting procedure because of the water and sewer capital facilities fees he would possibly be charged by the city.  Council reviewed city ordinances pertaining to water and sewer capital facilities fees and discussed the need and purpose of the fees.  Engberg noted that he was willing to pay the fees for the five acre parcel, but feels that he should not be responsible for the remaining 80+ acres of property affected by the plat.  Council reviewed comments provided by the city planner prior to the meeting.  The city planner suggested that Engberg pay the fees on the five acre parcel and the city enter into an agreement with Latham Enterprises stating that when the remaining property is built upon, replatted or developed that the property owner would at that time pay the capital facilities fees.  The agreement could then be recorded with the Sarpy County Register of Deeds.  The city planner suggested the city not collect the fees on the entire 80+ acre parcel at this time because in the future that property could be rezoned or the use altered which would affect the amount charged for the capital facilities fees.  The Council and Engberg agreed to follow this process.  Engberg noted that he will begin preparing his plat application for submittal to the Planning Commission.
Agenda Item 8.  Nolte informed the Council that the City of Omaha plans to allow 35 fireworks stands to operate within Omaha city limits in 2011.  He also noted that each stand will be charged $2,500.  Council considered current city fireworks fees.  Council reviewed proposed Community Building rental fees.
Council Member Nolte introduced Ordinance No. 784 entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE AMOUNT OF CERTAIN FEES AND TAXES CHARGED BY THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD FOR VARIOUS SERVICES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO BUILDING AND USE, ZONING, LIBRARY, OCCUPATION LICENSING, AND PET LICENSING, SEWER AND DRAINAGE SYSTEMS AND FACILITIES OF THE CITY FOR RESIDENTIAL USERS AND COMMERCIAL USERS (INCLUDING INDUSTRIAL USERS) OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

and moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be suspended.  Council Member Craney seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call vote on the motion the following Council Members voted AYE:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  The following voted NAY:  None.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of said ordinance.  Said ordinance was then read by title and thereafter Council Member Nolte moved for final passage of the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Council Member Hayes.  The Mayor then stated the question was “Shall Ordinance No. 784 be passed and adopted?”  Upon roll call vote, the following Council Members voted AYE:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  The following voted NAY:  None.  The passage and adoption of said ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the Council, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted and the Mayor in the presence of the Council signed and approved the ordinance and the Clerk attested the passage and approval of the same and affixed his signature thereto and ordered the ordinance to be published or posted as required by law and as provided therein.  A true, correct and complete copy of said ordinance is as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 784

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE AMOUNT OF CERTAIN FEES AND TAXES CHARGED BY THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD FOR VARIOUS SERVICES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO BUILDING AND USE, ZONING, LIBRARY, OCCUPATION LICENSING, AND PET LICENSING, SEWER AND DRAINAGE SYSTEMS AND FACILITIES OF THE CITY FOR RESIDENTIAL USERS AND COMMERCIAL USERS (INCLUDING INDUSTRIAL USERS) OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, NEBRASKA

Section 1.

SERVICE PROVIDED





FEE
ANIMAL CONTROL

1.
Dog & Cat Licenses


a.
Spayed or Neutered




$7.50 annually


b.
Intact






$10.00 annually


c.
License Handling Fee




Not to exceed $10.00

2.
Fine for not being licensed by May 10



Double licensing fee

3.
Impound fees






Actual cost

BUILDING SERVICES

1.
Building Permit Fee Schedule

Before issuing a permit for the building of any new building or any alteration or remodeling of any building, the building inspector shall charge and collect a fee as set forth in the City of Springfield Fee Schedule, Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and made a part hereof.

For the purposes of this section, residential valuations shall be computed based upon the following:

· Finished Square Feet - $80.00 per square foot

· Finished Basement - $45.00 per square foot

· Unfinished Basement, Detached Garages and Pole Barns - $15.00 per square foot

· Decks and Sheds - $5.00 per square foot

· Fences - $5.00 per lineal foot

· Ground Swimming Pools and all other structures not covered by per square foot cost shall be a flat fee of $25.00

· Below Ground Swimming Pools shall be a flat fee of $50.00

Commercial valuations shall be computed based upon the group classification and type of construction as per the August 2006 Building Safety Journal with a 20% deduction for Electrical Installation as well as an additional 30% deduction in permit fee for our Region.  Accessories, demolition, shoring and other non-typical construction adjustments shall coincide with building valuation adjustments. 

2.
Additional Inspections

a.
over and above the minimum four visits


$50.00 per hour

b.
outside of normal business hours

 


(minimum charge – 2 hours)



$50.00 per hour

3.
Inspections for which no fee is specifically 

 

indicated (minimum charge – 1 hour)



$50.00 per hour

4.
Moving permit






Same as new construction

5.
Additional plan review required by changes, 
 

additions or revisions to approved plans 

(minimum charge – 1 hour)




$50.00 per hour

6.
Electric Meter Inspection Only




$50.00

7.
Electrical Pre-connect Fee




$500.00 (refundable)

8.
Park Capital Facilities Fee




$200.00 per new construction

9.
Septic Tank Data Inspection Only



$50.00

10.
Sprinkler System Fees

a.
In addition to building permit



$30.00

b.
As a separate permit




$42.00

11.
Street Opening/Curb Cut




$175.00 ($50.00 retained for

inspection costs; $125.00 returned upon final inspection approval.)

12.
Sign Permit






$.30 per square foot,

$40.00 minimum

13.
Demolition Permit





15% of new building cost if 

structure was re-constructed

14.
Penalty Fee for No Permit




Double permit fee

15.
Expired Building Permit Renewal



One half of new building permit 
fee

CITY FACILITIES RENTAL

1.
Community Building


a.
Hourly






$10.00 resident (corporate 
limits)

$25.00 non-resident
b.
Daily (entire building)




$50.00 resident (corporate 
limits)

$300.00 non-resident
c.
Deposit






$125.00 (refundable)

2.
Library
 Meeting Room







a.
Daily






$25.00

b.
Deposit






$100.00 (refundable)

ELECTION SERVICES

1. 
Election Filing Fees (See Ordinance)



1% of annual salary

LIBRARY SERVICES






1.
Damaged & Lost 

a.
Books






Replacement Cost

b.
Magazines





Replacement Cost

c.
Audio Tapes





Replacement Cost

d. 
Videos






Replacement Cost

2.
Fines


a.
Books and Magazines




$.10 per day 


b.
Audio Books





$.10 per day 


c.
Videos/DVDs





$1.00 per day

3.
Inter-Library Loan





$2.00

4.
Non-resident Library Card




$35.00 annually
MISCELLANEOUS 

1.
Copy of City Map





$3.00

2.
Fee for Returned Checks (NSF)




$30.00

3.
Handicap Parking Permit (State Statute)



No charge

4.
Mowing/Lawn Service 





$300.00
5.
Request for Records 





$5.00 per half hour over 60

minutes plus copy costs

OCCUPATION FEES/FRANCHISE FEES/IN LIEU OF TAXES (State Statute requires these fees be set by Ordinance)


1.
Advertising Bench






a.
Application





$10.00

b.
Renewal application




$10.00

2.
Billiards, Pool Tables





$10.00 annually 

3.
Bingo License
(State Statute)




$10.00 annually

4.
Electric Companies





$0 annually

5.
Fire Insurance Companies (State Statute)


$5.00 annually

6.
Fireworks Stand





$2,000.00 (July 25 – July 4 

selling period) 










$500.00 (December 29 – 31 

selling period)

7.
Franchise Fees/In Lieu of Taxes






a.
Electricity





5% of gross revenues

b.
Gas (State Statute §14-2139)



2% of gross revenues

c.
Telephone (State Statute)



0%

d.
Cable Television 

(State Statute sets ceiling)



3% of gross revenues

8.
Liquor Establishments  

a.
Clubs (Class C – Liquor by the drink)


$500.00 (not prorated)
b. 
Package Stores (Class B - beer only)


$50.00 (not prorated) 

c.
Package Stores (Class D - beer and 

hard liquor)





$300.00 (not prorated)
d.
Taverns (Class C – Liquor by the drink)


$500.00 (not prorated)
9.
Mechanical Amusement Devices



$10.00 annually

10.
Sexually Oriented Business





a.
New Application




$500.00 plus professional fees

b.
Annual Fee





$500.00 annually

11.
Special Liquor Licenses





$50.00 per day plus State Fee









$500.00 deposit (refundable)

12.
Tattoo Parlor







a.
New Application




$500.00 plus professional fees

b.
Annual Fee





$500.00 annually

13.
Telephone Occupation Tax




3% of gross receipts as defined 
by ordinance

14.
Tobacco License (State Statute)




$10.00 annually

15.
Mobile Home Park

a.
New Application




$500.00 plus professional fees

b.
Annual Fee





$10.00 per pad

16.
Vendor/Hawker/Peddler








a.
Annually





$150.00 

b.
Per day






$50.00

PLANNING SERVICES

1.
Administrative Plat (lot split/consolidation)


$200.00

2.
Annexation Requests





$100.00 plus professional 
services costs  

3.
Annual Conditional/Special Use Renewal


$30.00

4.
Board of Adjustment





$200.00

5.
Connection-Capital Facilities Fees



Due at Final Plat Signing

a. Sewer Connection-Capital Facilities Fees



Residential - Single Family



$700.00 per lot



Residential - Duplex




$980.00 per lot



Residential - Multi Family



$1,750.00 per acre



Commercial





$1,960.00 per acre



Industrial





$1,960.00 per acre



Park or Common Area




$210.00 per acre

Agriculture Land




$175.00 per acre

b. Water Connection-Capital Facilities Fees

Residential - Single Family



$300.00.00 per lot



Residential - Duplex




$420.00 per lot



Residential - Multi Family



$750.00 per acre



Commercial





$840.00 per acre



Industrial





$840.00 per acre



Park or Common Area




$90.00 per acre

Agriculture Land




$75.00 per acre

6.
Comprehensive Plan Amendment



$500.00

7.
Conditional Use Permit (1 acre or less)



$300.00

8.
Conditional Use Permit (over 1 acre)



$500.00

9.
Conditional Use Permit Amendment



$150.00

10.
County Filing Fees (If filed by City)



$50.00 plus actual costs

11.
Final Plat






$500.00 plus $5 for each lot
12.
Flood Plain Development Permit



$500.00

13.
Improvements
Review Fees




1% of project cost plus 











professional services costs

14.
Park and Open Space Fee




.04 acres per unit at Final Plat

15.
Preliminary Plat






$100.00 plus professional 
services costs


a. 
Revised Preliminary 




$250.00

16.
Replat







$100.00 plus professional 
services costs

17.
Tax Increment Finance Project Fee



1 ½ % of project cost to be 

Tax Increment Financed

18.
Vacation of Plat






$150.00

19.
Vacation of Public Right-of-Way



$150.00

20.
Variance






$200.00

21.
Zoning Book






$75.00

22.
Zoning Map Amendment




$400.00 ($300 refundable if 
denied by Council)

23.
Zoning Text Amendment




$500.00

POLICE SERVICES

1.
Parking Violations

a.
1st offense





$10.00

b.
Offense






$20.00

SEWER UTILITY FEES (State Statute requires these fees be set by Ordinance)
1.
Sewer Connection/Tap Fee 

Residential

a.
¾”






$300.00

b.
1”






$400.00

c.
1 ½”






$425.00

d.
2”






$450.00

e.
Larger Connections




Set by Council

Commercial/Industrial

a.
¾”






$450.00

b.
1”






$600.00

c.
1 ½”






$650.00

d.
2”






$675.00

e.
Larger Connections




Set by Council


Out of City





150% of fee

2.
Sewer Use Rates (Set by Ordinance)



$25.00 per month, $1.00 per 

1,000 gallons of usage

3.
Utility Deposit (includes water and sewer)


$100.00

WATER UTILITY FEES 

1.
Water Connection/Tap Fee 

Residential

a.
¾”






$300.00

b.
1”






$400.00

c.
1 ½”






$425.00

d.
2”






$450.00

e.
larger connections




Set by Council

Commercial/Industrial

a.
¾”






$450.00

b.
1”






$600.00

c.
1 ½”






$650.00

d.
2”






$675.00

e.
larger connections




Set by Council

Out of City





150% of fee

2.
Water Meter Fee

a.
3/4”






$275.00

b.
1”






$325.00

c.
1 ½”






City’s actual cost

d.
Non-listed Meters




City’s actual cost

3.
Water Re-connection 

a.
Water emergency – 1st violation



$50.00

b.
Water emergency – 2nd violation



$200.00

c.
Water emergency – 3rd violation



$300.00

d.
By request of owner – during business hours

$30.00

after business hours




$60.00

e.
For non-payment or other violation–during business hours
$40.00



after business hours




$80.00

4.
Water Use Rates





$15.00 per month for 2,000 
gallons,

$1.80 per 1,000 gallons of usage thereafter

5.
Non-service area customer




$25 for each 500 gallon 

(does not include SIDs governed by Developer Agreement)

6.
Non-working/Non-readable Meter



$50.00 per month

Section 2.  Fees not listed in the previous section are still valid and applicable as noted in their documents of origin.  

Section 3.  This ordinance does not prohibit the development and implementation of additional fees.

Section 4.  For fees which are required to be adopted by State Statute, this ordinance serves as an affirmation and shall not override the governing statute.

Section 5.  Any City official is hereby authorized and directed to refuse service to anyone who refuses to pay the fee established for that service.

Section 6.  No fee shall be waived or refunded without approval of the Springfield City Council.

Section 7.  The City of Springfield shall have the right to charge, in addition to the above fees, any overtime costs incurred in connection with the service.

Section 8.  This ordinance shall take effect February 1, 2011, and be in full force from and after its passage, approval and publication or posting as required by law.

Section 9.  That any other ordinance or section passed and approved prior to the passage, approval, and publication or posting of this ordinance and in conflict with its provisions is hereby repealed.

Passed and Approved this 18th day of January, 2011.









_____












Mayor

(SEAL)

Attest:

City Clerk

Agenda Item 9.  Craney reported that he obtained a preliminary cost estimate in the sum of about $2,000 from Midwest Sound for four microphones, speakers and receivers.  The cost estimate did not include installation of the equipment.  Craney also said that he is checking with other leads to obtain cost estimates.  He will obtain written quotes and provide them to the Council for review and consideration.  Council also discussed obtaining new meeting room tables and a podium. 
Agenda Item 10.  Council reviewed bid specifications prepared by Hayes for the City Hall bathroom remodel.  The city will begin obtaining cost estimates for the remodel project.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Hayes, to table agenda item 10, regarding the City Hall bathroom remodel, until the February 1, 2011, Council meeting.  AYES:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None. 

Agenda Item 11.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Hayes, to move agenda item 11, regarding the working maintenance manager position, into executive session.  AYES:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None. 

Agenda Item 12.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Hayes, to enter into executive session at 8:46 p.m. for the purpose of personnel discussion.  AYES:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None. 

Motion by Hayes, seconded by Craney, to leave executive session at 9:53 p.m.  AYES:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None. 

Agenda Item 13.  There was no executive session action.

Agenda Item 14.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Hayes, to adjourn.  AYES:  Hayes, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.   Meeting was adjourned at 9:54 p.m.  
