AGENDA

SPRINGFIELD CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, April 19, 2011
7:00 p.m.

Springfield City Hall

170 North 3rd Street

(A copy of the Nebraska Open Meeting Laws 

is posted in the entry to the meeting room.)

ROUTINE BUSINESS

· Announcement on Open Meetings Act 

· Roll call

REGULAR AGENDA
1.
Accept Eric Hayes’ resignation from the City Council

2.
Approve Minutes of the April 5, 2011 Council Meeting

3.
Department Reports
4.
Conduct a Public Hearing for the purpose of authorizing the purchase of real property legally described as Lots 5 and 6, Block 6, City of Springfield, as surveyed, platted and recorded, Sarpy County, Nebraska, and generally located on the northeast corner of 2nd and Main Streets
5.
Approve Resolution 2011-9 authorizing the Mayor to sign the Purchase Agreement between the City of Springfield and Richard A. Sayers for the purchase of property legally described as Lots 5 and 6, Block 6, City of Springfield, as surveyed, platted and recorded, Sarpy County, Nebraska, and generally located on the northeast corner of 2nd and Main Streets
6.
Authorize the City Treasurer to pay $20,000 plus closing costs outlined in the Purchase Agreement for the purchase of property legally described as Lots 5 and 6, Block 6, City of Springfield, as surveyed, platted and recorded, Sarpy County, Nebraska, and generally located on the northeast corner of 2nd and Main Streets
7.
Lee Wilson, Division Vice President with Waste Connections – Discuss Sarpy County transfer station 

8.
Andy Harpenau, Gretna Sanitation – Discuss Sarpy County landfill odor and compost pile

9.
Consider financial assistance from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services public drinking water projects priority funding program for water capital infrastructure needs

10.
Approve Invoice No. 155125 from Olsson Associates in the amount of $3,070.08 for professional services rendered from February 6, 2011, through March 12, 2011, for work completed on Springfield Trail Phase 3
11.
Discuss design options for walk path from grass seating area to restroom facilities at the Buffalo Park baseball field
12.
Discuss Allen Post’s annual review and consider a proposed merit increase
13.
Discuss Paul Holz’s annual review and consider a proposed merit increase
14.
Approve Eric Hayes’ employment as the working maintenance manager, including setting an hourly wage and official start date
15. 
Motion to Adjourn 
The Mayor and City Council reserve the right to adjourn into executive session per Section 84-1410 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes.
A regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Springfield, Nebraska was held at 7:00 o’clock p.m. at City Hall on April 19, 2011.  Present were Mayor Mike Dill; Council Members:  John Bartels, Eric Hayes, Dan Craney, Chad Nolte.  Absent:  None.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance by posting in three public places, one of the designated methods of giving notice.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to the Mayor and all Council Members and a copy of their receipt of notice is attached to these Minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council of this meeting.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the public.  The Mayor publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for review and indicated the location of such copy posted in the room where the meeting was being held.
Eric Hayes submitted a letter resigning from the Springfield City Council.

Agenda Item 1.  Motion by Bartels, seconded by Craney, to accept Eric Hayes’ resignation from the City Council.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.        
Agenda Item 2.  Motion by Bartels, seconded by Craney, to approve the Minutes of the April 5, 2011, regular Council Meeting.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None. 

Agenda Item 3.  No Department Report from Bartels.  Craney reported that he attended the Springfield Library Foundation meeting at which the group discussed the library addition and reviewed plans and a preliminary sketch.  He noted that he plans to continue to attend meetings throughout the addition project.  Nolte reported that the street department is waiting for nice weather to begin street repairs.  

Agenda Item 4.  A Public Hearing of the Springfield City Council was opened at 7:05 p.m. to consider authorizing the purchase of real property legally described as lots 5 and 6, Block 6, City of Springfield, as surveyed, platted and recorded, Sarpy County, Nebraska, and generally located on the northeast corner of 2nd and Main Streets.  City Attorney, Bill Seidler, reviewed details of the purchase agreement.  He noted that the purchase price is $40,000 and the purchase is conditional upon the city receiving a certified check in the amount of $20,000 from the Springfield Community Foundation prior to May 2, 2011.  If the city does not receive the funds, the purchase is null and void.  No one else from the public spoke in opposition to or in favor of the application.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Bartels, to close the Public Hearing.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  Public Hearing closed at 7:07 p.m.

Agenda Item 5.  Council Member Bartels introduced Resolution 2011-9 and moved its adoption.  Council Member Nolte seconded the foregoing motion and on roll call on the passage and adoption of said resolution, the following voted YEA:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  The following voted NAY:  None.  Whereupon the Mayor declared said motion carried and said resolution passed and adopted.  A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is as follows:  

RESOLUTION 


2011-9

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Springfield, Nebraska as follows:

WHEREAS, the City of Springfield, Nebraska, a Municipal Corporation, and Richard A. Sayers, an individual, wish to enter into a Purchase Agreement for the purchase of real property legally described as Lots 5 and 6, Block 6, City of Springfield, as surveyed, platted and recorded, Sarpy County, Nebraska, and generally located on the northeast corner of 2nd and Main Streets; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the City of Springfield, Nebraska that the Mayor is authorized to enter into the Purchase Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, which is incorporated by reference. 

Introduced and Passed ​​​​​​this 19th day of April, 2011.

Ayes __3__

Nays __0__

Abstain __0__




Approved:

Absent __0__


















Mayor

SEAL

Attest:

City Clerk
Agenda Item 6.  Motion by Bartels, seconded by Craney, to authorize the City Treasurer to pay $20,000 plus closing costs outlined in the Purchase Agreement for the purchase of property legally described as Lots 5 and 6, Block 6, City of Springfield, as surveyed, platted and recorded, Sarpy County, Nebraska, and generally located on the northeast corner of 2nd and Main Streets.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  

Agenda Item 7.  Lee Wilson, Division Vice-President with Waste Connections, provided the Council with a brief background of the company.  He noted that the company has been contracted by Sarpy County to construct and operate a transfer station at the Sarpy County landfill location.  He said that the county had three options in dealing with the landfill – (1) expand the landfill, (2) build a new landfill, or (3) construct a transfer station.  The county chose to construct a transfer station.  Wilson explained that garbage companies and residents will be able to dump on one side of the building and then the waste will be transferred to the other side of the building where it will be compacted and loaded into tractor trailers.  The tractor trailers will be covered and then transport the waste to another landfill facility.  Wilson noted that the Sarpy County facility will not store any waste.  Everything that comes in will be transferred out the same day.  Wilson provided a diagram of the building and site location for reference.  He said that the transfer station will be constructed in the next 12-14 months and is anticipated to open in mid-2013.  The landfill is expected to be full during 2013 and capped either that same year or in 2014.  Wilson noted that Waste Connections is not involved in capping the landfill; however, he explained the process to cap a landfill.  Bartels inquired whether or not rates for residents would be increased.  Wilson explained that rates will be $27.95 per ton when the transfer station opens.  Andy Harpenau with Gretna Sanitation commented that the current rates are just under $22.00 per ton.  Wilson explained that the cost increase is due to the two additional steps in the process (transfer and transport).  Bartels inquired about recycling programs.  Wilson responded that recycling will not go through the transfer station.  Bartels asked how much trash will move through the transfer station that is generated in Sarpy County.  Wilson noted that the majority of the waste will come from Sarpy County with some coming from Douglas County.  Wilson also noted that the facility will have the capacity to handle more waste than what is estimated to be transferred daily, such as waste from emergencies or natural disasters.        

Agenda Item 8.  Andy Harpenau with Gretna Sanitation informed the Council that the Sarpy County Landfill collects yard waste, but cannot dispose of the waste into the landfill because they do not have a methane capture system.  Therefore, the yard waste is left outside of the landfill in a large pile.  Harpenau explained that as yard waste begins to decompose, it puts off gases and odors, which could be causing the odor situation in the surrounding area.  Harpenau said that Gretna Sanitation recently started a compost pile in Cass County.  Gretna Sanitation would like to take the existing yard waste pile at the Sarpy County Landfill and transfer it to their compost pile free of charge.  Harpenau said that he has visited with the county regarding this matter, but has not received feedback.  Mayor Dill said that the city has no authority over the landfill, but he mentioned that he might discuss this matter with county officials sometime.    
Agenda Item 9.  City Clerk reported that the city ranked #14 on the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services drinking water projects priority funding program list.  Top ranking projects could be eligible for financial assistance through various government entities for water infrastructure capital improvements, such as constructing a new well.  The assistance could come in the form of grants, but more likely would be in the form of low interest bonds.  In order to take advantage of the financial assistance, the city would first need to complete a water study.  A water study would cost approximately $20,000-$25,000.  Low interest bond rates would be similar to the rates the city could already obtain through the city fiscal agent.  No action was taken.  

Agenda Item 10.  Motion by Bartels, seconded by Nolte, to approve Invoice No. 155125 from Olsson Associates in the amount of $3,070.08 for professional services rendered from February 6, 2011, through March 12, 2011, for work completed on Springfield Trail Phase 3.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  
Agenda Item 11.  Nolte reviewed a bid from Kevin Carlson for construction services to create a safe walking path from the grass seating area to the restroom facilities at the Buffalo Park baseball field.  Nolte reported that it would cost $5,500 to take out the existing tie walls, remove the existing concrete, and pour new concrete walls.  The railing would cost $1,200.  The construction of the stairs and flatwork would cost $3,500.  Therefore, the total project cost would be $10,200.  Council requested to further review the bid and financing options for the project.  Motion by Bartels, seconded by Nolte, to table agenda item 11, regarding design options for a walk path from the grass seating area to the restroom facilities at the Buffalo Park baseball field, until the May 3, 2011, Council meeting.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  

Agenda Items 12 and 13.  Motion by Bartels, seconded by Nolte, to move agenda items 12 and 13 into executive session.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  

Agenda Item 14.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Bartels, to approve Eric Hayes’ employment as the working maintenance manager at the rate of $22.54/hour with full benefits and commencing work on April 25, 2011.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  
Motion by Nolte, seconded by Bartels, to enter into executive session at 8:08 p.m. for the purpose of personnel discussion.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  

Motion by Bartels, seconded by Craney, to leave executive session at 8:32 p.m.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  

No annual merit increase was given to Allen Post due to the salary cap as outlined in the employee pay scale. 

Motion by Nolte, seconded by Bartels, to approve a 5% annual merit increase for Paul Holz.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  

Agenda Item 15.  Motion by Nolte, seconded by Bartels, to adjourn.  AYES:  Bartels, Craney, Nolte.  NAYS:  None.  Meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.        
